10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



■^TRAt ^Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Complete if Known 



December 12, 2003 



MICHLITSCH, KEN 



3736 



Unassigned 



Attorney Docket Number 



021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 







Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
figures Appear 


Examiner 


No.' 


Number Kind Code 2 [if known) 







616 672 


12-27-1898 


Kellinq 









2,201,610 


05-21-1940 


Dawson Jr. 






3 


2,413,142 


12-24-1945 


Jones et al. 








2 510 198 


06-06-1950 


Tesmer 









2,533,494 


12-12-1950 


Mitchell, Jr. 









3 060 972 


10-30-1962 


Sheldon 









3 096 962 


07-09-1963 











3 150 379 


09-29-1964 


Brown 









3 162 214 


12-22-1964 








— To — 


3 166 072 


01-19-1965 


SulNvan Jr 






— - — 


3 168 274 


02-02-1965 


Street 






Ti — 


3 430 662 


03-04-1969 


Guarnaschelli 






— 13 — 


3 494 006 


02-10-1970 


Brumlik 






14 — 


3 546 961 


12-15-1970 


Marton 






15 — 


3 551 987 


01-05-1971 


Wilkinson 






16 


3,646,615 


03-07-1972 


Ness 






— 


3,664,345 


05-23-1972 


Dabbs et al. 






18 


3,753,438 


08-21-1973 


Wood et al. 






19 


3 858 578 


01-07-1975 








— 20 


3 867 944 


02-25-1975 


Samuels 






— 21 


0,0/ *f,oOO 


04-01-1975 


King et al 






— 22 


0 om 9«-t 
o,y i u,zo i 


10-07-1975 








23 


3,913,565 


10-21-1975 


Kawahara 






24 


3,974,834 


08-17-1976 


Kane 






25 


3,976,079 


08-24-1976 


Samuels et al. 






26 


4,007,743 


02-15-1977 


Blake 






27 


4,054,128 


10-18-1977 


Seufert et al. 






28 


4,060,089 


11-29-1977 


Noiles 






29 


4,069,825 


01-24-1978 


Akiyama 






30 


4,245,624 


01-20-1981 


Komiya 






31 


4,366,810 


01-04-1983 


Slanetz, Jr.. 






32 


4,367,746 


01-11-1983 


Derechinsky 






33 


4,414,720 


11-15-1983 


Crooms 






34 


4,462,402 


07-31-1984 


Burgio 






35 


4,494,531 


01-22-1985 


Gianturco 






36 


4,532,926 


08-06-1985 


O'Holla 






37 


4,534,350 


08-13-1985 


Golden et al. 






38 


4,548,202 


10-22-1985 


Duncan 








4,586,503 


05-06-1986 


Kirsh et al. 






40 


4,592,339 


06-03-1986 


Kumak et al. 








4,592,356 


06-03-1986 


Gutierrez 





/Dianne Dornbusch/ 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REF^llttS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.DJ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 j 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 2 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-002512US \ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Number Kind Code 2 (if known) 








06-17-1986 


M ' | 






~~ 55 — 


a Kin ot;rt 


09-09-1986 


Gre°n 






~~ 44 


A RAA 7"\1 


03-10-1987 


fvTw 






— — 


4,655,257 


nA.n7.io.ft7 


i ^Fi! 






— — 


A fifiQ ATX 


06-02-1987 


R' h^<\ I 

u & \\ S & \ V 









A 7CiR C\AC\ 
*f , 1 UO,U4U 


11 1 n 1 Qft7 

I I - IU- lyor 


ue er e a . 








48 


4,71 1 ,002 


12-08-1987 


Kreecjer 






49 


4,724,840 


— !!'!!'!!!! — 


McVay et al. 








4,750,492 


06-14-1988 


Jacobs et al. 






— — 


4,765,335 


08-23-1988 


Schmidt et al. 






""ii — 




• 05-23-1989 








— 53 


A RA1 ftftft 
**,0*f I ,000 


06-27-1989 


Mills et al 






54 


A H7** Q7R 
*f t O/ J,y/D 


10-17-1989 


■ Schreiber 






— 




01-02-1990 








— 56 


A QO"* AR1 


05-08-1990 


Caspar! et al 









4,929,240 


oo ioon 
UD-/:9-1MyU 


tvirsn ei ai. 






— — 


4,949,927 


no 01 ioon 


Madocks et al. 






— — 

59 


4,957,498 


no iq ioon 
uy-io-iyyu 


Caspari et al. 






_60 


5,032,127 


07-16-1991 


Frazee et al. 









5,035,692 


07-30-1991 


Lyon et al. 






— 5? 


5,037,433 


08-06-1991 


Wilk et al. 








5,041 ,129 


08-20-1991 


Hayhurst et al. 






— iS — 


o,ujy/u i 


10-22-1991 








65 


5,088,979 


02-18-1992 


Filipi et al. 






66 


5,100,418 


03-31-1992 


Yoon et al. 






67 


5,108,420 


04-28-1992 


Marks 






68 


5,122,136 


06-16-1992 


Gugliemi et al. 






69 


5,123,914 


06-23-1992 


Cope 






70 


5,201,746 


04-13-1993 


Shichman 








5,203,864 


04-20-1993 


Phillips 






72 


5,217,471 


06-08-1993 


Burkhart 






73 


5,217,473 


06-08-1993 


Yoon 








5,222,508 


06-29-1993 


Contarini 






75 


5,222,961 


06-29-1993 


Nakao et al. 






76 


5,222,963 


06-29-1993 


Brinkerhoff et al. 






77 


5,224,946 


07-06-1993 


Hayhurst et al. 






78 


5,234,430 


08-10-1993 


Huebner 






79 


5,234,445 


08-10-1993 


Walker et al. 






80 


5,250,053 


10-05-1993 


Snyder 






81 


5,251,611 


10-12-1993 


Zehel et al. 






82 


5,254,126 


10-19-1993 


Filipi et al. 




Examiner i /Dianne Dornbusch/ 
Signature 


Date 06/26/2008 
Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REF^BMffifctS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 3 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-002512US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* ! 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Sis-' 


No.' 


Number Kind Code 2 (if known) 






5 261 916 


11-16-1993 


Enaelson 






— — 


5 268 001 


12-07-1993 


Nicholson et al 






— 85 — 


5 282 827 


02-01-1994 


— Kensevetal 






— 86 — 


5 284 488 


02-08-1994 


Sideris — '' 






— 87 — 


5 289 817 


03-01-1994 


Williams et al. 






— 88 — 


5 304 1 84 


04-19-1994 


Hathaway et al. 






— 89 


5 304 195 


04-19-1994 








— 90 


5 304 204 


04-19-1994 


— TW ^°Bre gen^ ^ — 






— 91 


5 316 543 


05-31-1994 


Eberbach 






— 92 — 


5 327 914 


07-12-1994 








— 93 — 


5 330 503 


07-19-1994 


Yoon 






— 94 


5 334 217 


08-02-1994 


Das 






Q5~ 


R 117 710 
D,oo f , / 


uo- 1 o- 1 yy*f 


— r — h? — m — 






96 


R 117 711 


uo- 1 o- 1 yy*+ 


Ba'uerfekid et^l 






— 97 


5 342 376 


08-30-1994 


Ruff 






98 


R 1AR QAQ 


HQ M 100.4 

uy- 1 o- 1 yy^ 


Shlain 






ii 


R 1ASI ORQ 


no 9n 1QQ4 
uy-zu- 1 yy^i 


— — Blanco et al - 






""loo — 


R IRA 9Q« 










— — 


R IRK ARQ 


1 1-22-1994 


^ 6 3 " 

O 








R 1RR A7Q 

o.ooo, *w y 


1 1-22-1994 


Mcoarry et al. 






— 


<; 171 -\AR 


i £.- io- lyy** 


^. an ^ h . 









R *J70 dF\A 

5,o7z,oU4 


19 41 IOQ/1 








— |^ — 




12-20-1994 


Bradley et al 






106 


5,380,334 


01-10-1995 


Torrie et al. 






107 


5,382,231 


01-17-1995 


Shlain 






108 


5,395,030 


03-07-1995 


Kuramoto et al. 






109 


5,403,326 


04-04-1995 


Harrison et al. 






110 


5,403,329 


04-04-1995 


Hinchcliffe 






111 


5,417,691 


05-23-1995 


Hayhurst et al. 






112 


5,417,699 


05-23-1995 


Klein et al. 






113 


5,425,744 


06-20-1995 


Fagan et al. 








5,429,598 


07-04-1995 


Waxman et al. 






115 


5,431,666 


07-11-1995 


Sauer er al. 






116 


5,433,721 


07-18-1995 


Hooven et al. 






117 


5,433,727 


07-18-1995 


Sideris 






118 


5,437,266 


08-01-1995 


McPherson et al. 






119 


5,437,680 


08-01-1995 


Yoon 






120 


5,437,681 


08-01-1995 


Meade et al. 






121 


5,445,167 


08-29-1995 


Yoon et al. 






122 


5,458,609 


10-17-1995 


Gordon et al. 






123 


5,462,560 


10-31-1995 


Stevens 




Examiner /Dianne Dornbusch/ 

Signature 


Date 

Considered 06/26/2008 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 801.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFETOf^ClES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.DJ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 4 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Rgjres Appear 


initials* 


No* 


Number Kind Code 2 (/ known) 






5 462 561 


10-31-1995 


Voda 






— lii - 


5 465 894 


1 1-14-1995 


Clark et al. 








5,470,337 


11-28-1995 










5,470,338 


11-28-1995 


Whitfield et al. 








5,476,470 


12-19-1995 


Fitzgibbons, Jr. 








5 478 354 


12-26-1995 


Tovey et al. 








5 480 405 


01-02-1996 








~" 131 — 


5 496 332 


03-05-1996 


Sierra°et al 






— 


5 496 334 


03-05-1996 


Klundt et al. 


■ 






=. AQQ QQ1 

o,*fyy,yy i 


03-19-1996 








134 


o,ou i ,oy i 


03-26-1996 


Goldrath 






135 


5,507,81 1 


04-16-1996 


Ko j ke et al - 








c con RCM 


05-28-1996 


ian£ 








5 520 701 


05-28-1996 










K COO OA-i 


06-04-1996 


^ang 








O t OZ / I 


06-18-1996 


Hinchliffe 






14Q 


5 527 322 


06-18-1996 


Klein et al. 






— 


5 527 342 


06-18-1996 


Pietrzak et al 






— 




07-02-1996 


— K ^i?^ e y ^ — . — 









C. CQ1 700 


u / -uz- iyyo 












Ui-ou- iyyo 


r d 6 f i 






— — — 


c, C..4Q R91 


08-27-1996 


B ° r ° n e a ' 






— 


0,000,000 


09-24-1996 


KJeturakis 






147 , 


5,562,684 


10-08-1996 


Kammerer 






148 


5,562,686 


10-08-1996 


L Sauer er al. 






149 


5,562,688 


10-08-1996 


Riza 






150 


5,569,274 


10-29-1996 


Rapacki et al. 






151 


5,569,306 


10-29-1996 


Thai 






152 


5,571,116 


11-05-1996 


Bolanos et al. 






153 


5,571,119 


11-05-1996 


Atala 






154 


5,573,496 


11-12-1996 


McPherson etal. 






155 


5,573,540 


11-12-1996 


Yoon 






156 


5,573,548 


11-12-1996 


Nazre et al. 






157 


5,578,045 


11-26-1996 


Das 






158 


5,582,616 


12-10-1996 


Bolduc et al. 






159 


5,584,835 


12-17-1996 


Greenfield 






160 


5,584,859 


12-17-1996 


Brotz 






161 


5,601,557 


02-11-1997 


Hayhurst 






162 


5,603,718 


02-18-1997 


Xu 






163 


5,613,974 


03-25-1997 


Andreas et al. 






164 


5,613,975 


03-25-1997 


Christy 




stature /Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Date 06/26/2008 
Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFE^Et^CtS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 | 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 5 | of | 1 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* I 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where ! 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
g Epea 


Examiner 


No* 


Number Kind Code 2 {if known) 




165 


5,624,381 


04-29-1997 


Kieturakis 






166 


5,626,588 


05-06-1997 


Sauer er al. 






167 


5,626,614 


05-06-1997 


Hart 






168 


5 ,630,540 


05-20-1997 


Blewett 






169 


5,632,752 


05-27-1997 


Buelna 






170 


5,643,274 


07-01-1997 


Sander et al. 






171 


5,643,295 


07-01-1997 


Yoon 








5,643,317 


07-01-1997 


Pavcnik et al. 






173 


5,643,320 


07-01-1997 


Lower et al. 








5,658,312 


08-19-1997 


Green et al. 






175 


5,658,313 


08-19-1997 


Thai 






176 


5 662 587 


09-02-1997 


Grundfest et al. 








5 662 662 


09-02-1997 








178 


5 662 663 


09-02-1997 


^halnmarf 






179 


5 665 109 


09-09-1997 


Yoorf 






180 


5 665 112 


09-09-1997 


Thai 






— 




09-16-1997 


Torrie et al. 








5 676 674 


10-14-1997 








183 


5 679 005 


10-21-1997 


Einstein 






— 


5,683,417 


11-04-1997 


Cooper 






185 


5,683,419 


11-04-1997 


Thai 






186 


5,690,655 


11-25-1997 


Hart et al. 






187 


5,693,060 


12-02-1997 


Martin 






188 


5,700,273 


12-23-1997 


Buelna etal. 






189 


5,702,421 


12-30-1997 


Schneidt 






190 


5,707,394 


01-13-1998 


Miller et al. 








5,709,708 


01-20-1998 


Thai 






192 


5,713,903 


02-03-1998 


Sander et al. 






193 


5,720,765 


02-24-1998 


Thai 






194 


5,724,978 


03-10-1998 


Tenhoff 






195 


5,725,552 


03-10-1998 


Kotula et al. 






196 


5,732,707 


03-31-1998 


Widder et al. 






197 


5,741 ,297 


04-21-1998 


Simon 






198 


5,749,828 


05-12-1998 


Solomon et al. 






199 


5,749,893 


05-12-1998 


Vidal et al. 






200 


5,752,963 


05-19-1998 


Allard et al. 






201 


5,759,151 


06-02-1998 


Sturges 






202 


5,766,189 


06-16-1998 


Matsuno 






203 


5,779,719 


07-14-1998 


Klein et al. 






204 


5,782,859 


07-21-1998 


Nicholas et al. 






205 


5,782,865 


07-21-1998 


Grotz 




signature /Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Date 08/26/2008 
Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next, communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFEfRfff^CtS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D.I 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN ! 


Art Unit 


3736 I 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned \ 


Sheet | 6 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US \ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Died Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
S EES .. 




No' 


Number Kind Code 2 [if known) 




— 206 - 


5 787 897 


08-04-1998 


Kieturakis 








5 792 152 


08-11-1998 


Klein et al. 








5 792 1 53 


08-11-1998 


Swain et al. 








5 797 929 


08-25-1 998 


Andreas et al. 








5 797 960 


08-25-1998 


Stevens et al. 








5,810,849 


09-22-1998 


Kontos 






' 212 


5,810,851 


09-22-1998 








213 


5,810,853 


09-22-1998 


Yoon 






214 


5,810,882 


09-22-1998 


Bolduc et al. 








5 814 070 


09-29-1998 


Borzone et al. 






216 




10-06-1998 


Kronner 








5 823 956 


10-20-1998 


Roth et al. 








5 824 01 1 


10-20-1998 


^arTeTaf 






~~ 219 — 


P.97 OQ« 


10-27-1998 








22Q 


5 829 447 


11-03-1998 


Stevens et al. 









0,000,900 


1 1-17-1998 








— — — 


A/in n7A 


11-24-1998 


Yerys 








r; A/1 - } nAil 


12-01-1998 








— — — 


0,O**O, I^O 


12-01-1998 


Jameel 






225 




12-08-1998 


Kotula et al. 






226 


5,855,614 


01-05-1999 


Stevens et al. 






— 


r; RRn qoi 


ni 1Q 1QQQ 

u i - iy- iyyy 


Klein et al. 






228 


5 861 003 


01-19-1999 


Latson et al. 






229 


5,865,791 


02-02-1999 


Whayne et al. 






230 


5,868,762 


02-09-1999 


Cragg et al. 






231 


5,879,371 


03-09-1999 


Gardiner et al. 






232 


5,887,594 


03-30-1999 


LoCiero, III 






233 


5,888,247 


03-30-1999 


Benetti 






234 


5,891,168 


04-06-1999 


Thai 






235 


5,893,856 


04-13-1999 


Jacobs et al. 






236 


5,895,404 


04-20-1999 


Ruiz 






237 


5,897,417 


04-27-1999 


Grey 






238 


5,897,562 


04-27-1999 


Bolanos et al. 






239 


5,899,920 


05-04-1999 


DeSatnick et al. 






240 


5,899,921 


05-04-1999 


Caspari et al. 






241 


5,901,895 


05-11-1999 


Heaton et al. 






242 


5,902,254 


05-11-1999 


Magram 






243 


5,916,147 


06-29-1999 


Boury 






244 


5,916,224 


06-29-1999 


Esplin 






245 


5,921,915 


07-13-1999 


Azonian et al. 






246 


5,925,059 


07-20-1999 


Palermo et al. 




sfgnature /Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Considered 06/26/2008 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 5 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REF^KBf^S CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.DJ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN ! 


Art Unit 


3736 ! 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 7 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-002512US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages Columns Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




' Cite 


Number Kind Code 2 {if known) 




247 


£ GOP. Oftji 


(Y7 07 1QQQ 

ur -z/-iyyy 


0 iTT T~i 

ougarbaker et al. 






248 


5 944 738 


08-31-1 999 








249 


5 947 983 


09-07-1 999 


Solar et al 






~~ 250 — 


5 947 997 


09-07-1 999 


Pavcnik et al. 






~~ 251 


5 948 001 


09-07-1999 


u !l rs ? n i 






55 


C QCyl TOO 


no Oi 1QQQ 

uy-zi-iyyy 


Hart et al. 






— 

_253 — 


O.aDl ,44 U 


10-05-1999 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






_254 — 


D,yt>4,fo0 


10-12-1999 


Fenton, Jr. et al. 






— ^ — 


5,964,782 


10-12-1999 


Lafontaine et al. 






_256 — 


0,304, r 00 


10-12-1999 


Grafton et al. 






_257 — 


5 976 1 27 


\ \ no moo 


*" ax 






__258 


o,y f D, TOO 


1 1-02-1999 


Adams et al. 






_259 — 


o,y/o,ioy 


1 1-02-1999 


Bolduc et al. 








<; OQA £KQ 

0, you, 000 


1 1 no 1 OQQ 

\ \ -uy- 1 yyy 


Wiley 






_261 


o,yo4,yoj 


11 1 R 1 OQQ 

\\-\ 0- 1 yyy 


Yoon 






_262 — 


o,yyo,4r 0 


1 1 in 1 OQQ 
1 i-ou-iyyy 


Groiso 








D,UTO,UOO 


ni 4 a onnn 


Bennett 






_264 — 


o.Uzr ,0/:o 


no *i i onnn 
UZ-1 1 -zuuu 


Schmieding 








6,033,430 


03-07-2000 


Bonutti 






_266 — 


6,042,155 


03-28-2000 


Lockwood 






_267 — 


6,045,497 


04-04-2000 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 








6,045,573 


04-04-2000 


Wenstrom, Jr. et al. 






~~ i£i — 


6,050,936 


riA in onnn 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






270 


6,053,935 


04-25-2000 


Brenneman et al. 






271 


6,059,715 


05-09-2000 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






272 


6,059,719 


05-09-2000 


Yamamoto et al. 






273 


6,074,401 


06-13-2000 


Gardiner etal. 






274 


6,077,214 


06-20-2000 


Mortier et al. 






275 


6,077,281 


06-20-2000 


Das 






276 


6,077,291 


06-20-2000 


Das 






277 


6,079,414 


06-27-2000 


Roth et al. 






278 


6,086,600 


07-11-2000 


Kortenbach 






279 


6,110,183 


08-29-2000 


Cope 






280 


6,113,609 


09-05-2000 


Adams et al. 






281 


6,113,611 


09-05-2000 


Allen et al. 






282 


6,119,913 


09-19-2000 


Adams et al. 






283 


6,149,658 


11-21-2000 


Gardiner et al. 






284 


6,152,935 


11-28-2000 


Kammerer et al. 






285 


6,159,146 


12-12-2000 


El Gazayerli 






286 


6,162,168 


12-19-2000 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






287 


6,165,119 


12-26-2000 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 




Examiner „. _ ... 

Signature /Dianne Dombusch/ 


Date 06/26/2008 
Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REF^BMTOtS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN ' 


Art Unit 


3736 | 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 8 | of | 1 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS+ 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages Columns Lines Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Cite 
No. 1 


Number Kind Code 2 {if known) 




~ ii — 


6 165 120 


12-26-2000 


— q~T — nri — n — 








6 167 889 


01-02-2001 


— c w ^* c ' r : e a • — 






~~ 290 


6 171 320 


01-09-2001 


M 't h 

onassevi c 






— — — 


6 1 74 323 


01-16-2001 








— — — 


6 179 195 


01-30-2001 


— Af ! ggs 6 t a I — 

ams e a • 






— — — 


R "1 7Q 77R 

o,i / y, fro 


m Qfi onm 


Adams et al. 








__294 — 


6,183,41 1 


no riR onni 

UZ-UO-^UUl 


Mortier et al. 






__295 — 


R -1 Q7 noo 
O, 19/ ,U£<£ 


n*3 riR onn-i 
uo-uo-zuui 


ker 






__296 — 


6,214,007 


m in onm 


Anderson 






__297 — 


r ooo noi 
o,Z.Z.o,\j£.o 


n*; no onni 


Zaslavsky et al. 






_298 — 


R OH G.RA 


n^ iR_onni 


Frazier et al. 






_299 — 


R O/i*; n7Q 


r\R 1 o onm 


Nobles et al. 








r otsn r;c;o 


n7 1 7 onni 
U l - 1 r -zuin 


Mortier et al. 






— — — 


6 261 222 


rt7 1 7 onm 
u r- 1 f-^uu l 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 








R OKA RC\0 


r>7 oA-onm 


Mortier et al. 








0,^/U.O ID 


or n7.on.ni 


Linden et al. 








R ORO Q70 


no nA onm 


nUDUdlu cl dl. 






— — - 


o,^yu,or*f 


no -ir onm 
uy- 1 o-zuu i 


Roue et al. 









oyyj.yoo 


nn or; onni 


Crainich et al. 








o,^yo,ooo 


•in no onm 


Bolduc et al. 






308 


c; one ^ c;o 


in 0*3 onm 


Schwartz et al. 








6,312,437 


1 1-06-2001 


Kortenbach 






^ 


c o^c 7RQ 

o,o io,#oy 


1 1 1"? onm 

I I - IO-ZUU I 








311 


6,322,563 


11-27-2001 


Cummings et al. 






312 


6,322,580 


11-27-2001 


Kanner 






313 


6,332,468 


12-25-2001 


Benetti 






314 


6,332,863 


12-25-2001 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






315 


6,332,864 


12-25-2001 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






316 


6,332,893 


12-25-2001 


Mortier et al. 






317 


6,336,940 


01-08-2002 


Graf etal. 






318 


6,346,074 


02-12-2002 


Roth 






319 


6,348,064 


02-19-2002 


Kanner 






320 


6,355,052 


03-12-2002 


Neuss et al. 






321 


6,358,197 


03-19-2002 


Silverman et al. 






322 


6,363,938 


04-02-2002 


Saadat et al. 






323 


6,368,339 


04-09-2002 


Amplatz et al. 






324 


6,387,104 


05-14-2002 


Pugsley Jr. et al. 






325 


6,402,679 


06-11-2002 


Mortier et al. 






326 


6,402,680 


06-11-2002 


Mortier et al. 






327 


6,406,420 


06-18-2002 


McCarthy et al. 






328 


6,423,087 


07-23-2002 


Sawada 




Examiner /Dianne Dornbusch/ 

Signature 


Considered 06/26/2008 ] 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language. Translation is attached. 

ALL REF^fft^ES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 9 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Dted Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






Number Kind Code 2 (if known) 






6,425,91 1 


07-30-2002 


Akerfeldt et al. 






— — — 


6 447 533 


09-10-2002 








~~ 331 


6 494 888 


12-17-2002 


L^feretal' 








6 506 196 


01-14-2003 


La~l : 








6 533 796 


03-18-2003 


Sauer eTal — — 






334 


6 537 285 


03-25-2003 


Hatasaka Jr. et al. 






335 




04-29-2003 










6 554 845 


04-29-2003 


Fleenoret al 








6 558 400 


05-06-2003 


Deem et al 








6 572 629 


06-03-2003 


Kalloo et al 








6 641 592 


11-04-2003 


Sauer et al. 






MQ 


6 656 194 


1 2-02-2003 


^"feTe'tar 






~ 341 


6 663 639 


12-16-2003 










6 695 764 


02-24-2004 


Silverman al 








fi 71 fi O'VJ 


04-06-2004 


Vidal et al. 






— — — 


R71Q 7CO 

o,f ib,roo 




Chung et al. 








R74Q -JCA 

o, i i y,/o4 


iuti onriA 


Gellman et al. 








fi 7^r non 


nr; in ^nru 

UO- 1 o-^UU4 


Adams et al. 








r 7/ifi 4fin 


nfi riH onrtA 


Gannoe et al. 






^ 8 


fi TkR RA1 


nfi 9Q onri/i 


Chung et al. 








6 761 685 


07-13-2004 








35Q 


6 773 440 


08-10-2004 


Ganrvoeet al 






_ 351 


6 773 441 


08-10-2004 


Laufer et al. 






352 


6,800,056 B2 


01-05-2004 


Tartaglia et al. 






353 


2001/0000040 


03-15-2001 


Adams et al. 






354 


2001/0016675 


08-23-2001 


Mortieretal. 






355 


2001/0025171 


09-27-2001 


Mortieretal. 






356 


2001/0049509 


12-06-2001 


Sekine etal. 






357 


2001/0051815 


12-13-2001 


Esplin 






358 


2001/0056282 


12-27-2001 


Sonnenschein et al. 






359 


2002/0010490 


01-24-2002 


Schaller et al. 






360 


2002/0013608 


01-31-2002 


ElAttrache et al. 






361 


2002/0019649 


02-14-2002 


Sikora et al. 






362 


2002/0022851 


02-21-2002 


Kalloo et al. 






363 


2002/0029080 


03-07-2002 


Mortier et al. 






364 


2002/0040226 


04-04-2002 


Laufer et al. 






365 


2002/0055757 


05-09-2002 


Torre et al. 






366 


2002/0058855 


05-16-2002 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 






367 


2002/0062062 


05-23-2002 


Belson et al. 






368 


2002/0065534 


05-30-2002 


Hermann et al. 






369 


2002/0068849 


06-06-2002 


Schweich, Jr. et al. 




[ Examiner /Dianne Dornbusch/ 

[ Signature 


Considered 06/26/2008 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance' 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 0 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFffiWtS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. ID.DJ 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete If Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 10 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 






Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
F lg ures Appear 


Examiner 


No* 


Number Kind Code 2 [if known) 






2002/0068945 


06-06-2002 


Sixto Jr. et al. 








2002/0072761 


06-13-2002 


Abrams et al. 








2002/0077524 


06-20-2002 


Schweich Jr. et al. 








2002/0078967 


06-27-2002 


Sixto, Jr. etal. 






■ 374 


2002/0082621 


06-27-2002 


Schurr et al. 








2002/0082622 


06-27-2002 








376 


2002/0107530 


08-08-2002 


Sauer et al. 






37? 


2002/0120178 


08-29-2002 


Tartaglia et al. 






37fl 


2002/0147385 


10-10-2002 


Butler et al. 






379 


2002/0161281 


10-21-2002 


Jaffe et al. 






~~ iio - 


2002/0183768 


12-05-2002 


Deem et al. 






— 


2002/0193661 


12-19-2002 


Belson 






~382 


2002/0193662 


12-19-2002 


Belson 








2002/0193816 


12-19-2002 


Laufer et al. 






— — 


2003/0009085 


01-09-2003 


Arai et al. 






~~ 385 — 


2003/0045778 


03-06-2003 


Ohline et al. 






— — — 


2003/0055442 


03-20-2003 


Laufer et al. 






387 


2003/0065359 


04-03-2003 


Weller et al. 






— — — 


2003/0109892 


06-12-2003 


Deem et al. 






~~ 38i — 


2003/0139752 


07-24-2003 


Pasricha et al. 






3go 


2003/0158582 


08-21-2003 


Bonutti et al. 






— — 


ZUUO/U I Of \J\)£. 


09-04-2003 








~~ 392 — 


2003/0171651 


09-11-2003 


Page et al. 






393 


2003/0171760 


09-11-2003 


Gambale 






394 


2003/0181924 


09-25-2003 


Yamamoto.et al. 






395 


2003/0204205 


10-30-2003 


Sauer et al. 






396 


2003/0208209 


11-06-2003 


Gambale et al. 






397 


2003/0216613 


11-20-2003 


Suzuki et al. 






398 


2003/0225312 


12-04-2003 


Suzuki et al. 






399 


2003/0229296 


12-11-2003 


Ishikawa et al. 






400 


2003/0236505 


12-25-2003 


Bonadio et al. 






401 


2003/0236536 


12-25-2003 


Grigoryants et al. 






402 


2003/0236549 


12-25-2003 


Bonadio et al. 






403 


2004/0010271 


01-15-2004 


Kortenbach 






404 


2004/0030347 


02-12-2004 


Gannoe et al. 






405 


2004/0049095 


03-11-2004 


Goto et al. 






406 


2004/0059346 


03-25-2004 


Adams et al. 






407 


2004/0082963 


04-29-2004 


Gannoe et al. 






408 


2004/0088008 


05-06-2004 


Gannoe et al. 






409 


2004/0092974 


05-13-2004 


Gannoe et al. 






410 


2004/0093091 


05-13-2004 


Gannoe et al. 




igna&re ' /Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Date 06/26/2008 I 
Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFEfSKS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.DJ 



10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449/VPTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 11 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021 496-00251 2US 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS* 








Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Examiner 
Initials- 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number Kind Code 2 (if known) 






2004/0122452 


06-24-2004 


Deem et al. 






412 


2004/0122453 


06-24-2004 


Deem et al. 






413 


2004/0138682 


07-15-2004 


Onuki et al. 








2004/0147941 


07-29-2004 


Takemoto 






415 


2004/0176784 


09-09-2004 


Okada 








2004/0193008 


09-30-2004 


Jaffe et al. 






417 


2004/0193009 


09-30-2004 


Jaffe et al. 








2004/0193117 


09-30-2004 


Laufer et al. 






419 


2004/0193184 


09-30-2004 


Laufer et al. 






420 


2004/0193193 


09-30-2004 


Laufer et al. 






421 


2004/0193194 


09-30-2004 


Laufer et al. 






422 


2004/0194790 


10-07-2004 


Laufer et al. 






423 


RE 34,021 E 


08-04-1992 


Mueller et al. 






424 


RE 37,1 17 E , 


03-27-2001 


Palermo 






425 


H2037 H 


07-02-2002 


Yates et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 






Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




Country Code Number Kird Code' (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


T 6 




426 


EP 


0 646 356 S 


A2 


04-05-1995 


Williamson et al. 




n 




427 


EP 


0 480 428 / 


A2 


04-15-1992 


Filipi et al. 




□ 




428 


EP 


0 497 781 y. 


B1 


08-12-1992 


Bauerfeind et al. 








429 


EP 


0 847 727 y 


A1 


06-17-1998 


Kammere et al. 




□ 




430 


EP 


1 031 321 / 


A1 


08-30-2000 


Grafton et al. 




□ 




431 


GB 


2 165 559^' 


A 


04-16-1986 


Mills etal. 




□ 




432 


FR 


2 768 324/' 


A1 


03-19-1999 


Seguin 








433 


WO 


92/04870 £ 


A1 


04-02-1992 


Mills et al. 




□ 




434 


WO 


95/19140/. 


A1 


07-20-1995 


Meade et al. 




□ 




435 


WO 


95/25468 ✓ , 


A1 


09-28-1995 


Swain et al. 




□ 




436 


WO 


99/22649 


A2 


05-14-1999 


Kortenbach 




□ 




437 


WO 


99/51283^ 


A2 


10-14-1999 


Paukeret al. 




□ 




438 


WO 


99/59664 <^ 


A1 


11-25-1999 


Windheuser 








439 


WO 


00740159 


A1 


07-13-2000 


Yeung et al. 








440 


WO 


00/54653 /" 


A1 


09-21-2000 


Adams et al. 




□ 






WO 


00/57796 y 


A1 


10-05-2000 


Rosenblatt 




□ 




442 


WO 


00/78227 ^ 


A1 


12-28-2000 


Laufer et al. 




□ 




443 


WO 


00/78229 <t 


A1 


12-28-2000 


Laufer et al. 








444 


WO 


01/21246 ^ 


A1 


03-26-2001 


Matsuura et al. 








445 


WO 


01/66001 S 


A2 


09-13-2001 


Gambale et al. 




□ 


Examiner 
Signature 






/Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Date 

Considered 


06/26/2008 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. s Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

ALL REFdf^CtS CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. ID. D.I 




10734562 -GAU: 3773 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 i 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 12 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-002512US 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 




Name of Patentee or 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 






e 3 Number" kik 




Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 






— 446 — 




01/66018 f 




09-13-2001 


So^nenscr^efn et al 




□ 




— 447 


"wn — 


01/67964. 


— 


09-20-2001 






□ 




— 448 


~vlri — 


01/70096 


— 


09-27-2001 


Butler et al 




□ 




— 449 


~wo — 


01/70097 >*' 


— 


09-27-2001 






□ 




— 450 


"wo — 


01/85034 S 


A1 


1 1-1 5-2001 


Geitz 




□ 




— 451 


WO 


01/87144 / 


A1 


11-22-2001 


Page et al 




□ 




— 452 


WO 


01/89370 ^ 


A2 


11-29-2001 


Lehman et al. 




□ 




— 453 


wo 


01/89392 / 


A2 


11-29-2001 


Jacobs et al. 




□ 




— 454 


wo 


01/89393 ' 


A1 


11-29-2001 


Gambale 




□ 




— 455 


— 


02/00119 ' 


A2 


01-03-2002 


Harvie et al. 




□ 




— 456 




02/24080 c 


A2 


03-28-2002 


Schurr et al. 




n 




— 457 


~wn — 


02/024058,, 


A2 


03-28-2002 


Sonnenschein et al. 








— 458 


— — 

ln7§ 


02/024058 / 


A3 


03-28-2002 


"m"^!? 6 3 • 1 




□ 






— zi! — 




02/39880 ✓ 


A2 


nt; oi onno 


McClellan et al. 




□ 




460 


"SvTS — 


02/39909 - 


A1 




Sonnenschein et al. 




□ 




461 


— 
- W -^ — 


02/064012 S 


A2 


na oo or\r\o 

\JO-£.£.-CXl\J£- 


Buehlmann et al. 




□ 








02/068988 / 


A1 




Sonnenschein 




□ 




— Zii — 


"w^ — 


02/069841 y 


A2 


no 19 onn9 






□ 




— - — 


WO 


02/085252^" 


A1 


■in i-i 9nn9 
1 U-o 1 -zuuz 


Hlavka et al 








465 


WO 


02/094105 / 


A2 


11-28-2002 


Adams 




u 




466 


WO 


03/007796 S 


A2 


01-30-2003 


Laufer et al. 




□ 




467 


WO 


03/007799 


A2 


01-30-2003 


Ritchart 




□ 




468 


WO 


03/090633/^ 


A2 


11-06-2003 


Kortenbach et al. 




□ 




469 


WO 


03/096909 


A1 


11-27-2003 


DiCarlo et al. 




□ 




470 


WO 


03/099137 ^ 


A2 


12-04-2003 


Cerier et al. 




□ 




471 


WO 


2004/004544 ^A2 


01-14-2004 


Deem et al. 




□ 




472 


WO 


2004/019787 / A2 


03-11-2004 


Devries et al. 




□ 




473 


WO 


2004/019788 XA2 


03-11-2004 


Devries et al. 




□ 




474 


wo 


2004/021865 /"A2 


03-18-2004 


Zirps et al. 




□ 




475 


wo 


2004/021867^ 


A2 


03-18-2004 


Zirps et al. 




□ 




476 


wo 


2004/021868^ 


A2 


03-18-2004 


Zirps et al. 




□ 




477 


wo 


2004/021873 ^A2 


03-18-2004 


Aznoian et al. 




u 






wo 


2004/021894 XA1 


03-18-2004 


Stone 




u 




479 


wo 


2004/049905 /A2 


06-17-2004 


Tartaglia et al. 




u 




480 


wo 


2004/071284 


A1 


08-26-2004 


Mikkaichi et al. 




u 




481 


wo 


2004/075787 


A1 


09-10-2004 


Beulke et al. 




u 




482 


wo 


2004/080313 ✓Al 


09-23-2004 


Chu et al. 




u 




483 


wo 


2004/084702 <^A2 


10-07-2004 


Whitin et al. 




u 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 



[ Examiner 
1 Signature 


/Dianne Dombusch/ 


Date 

Considered 


06/26/2008 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 
Kind Codes of U.S. Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 5 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
60335855 v1 




PTO/SB/08B (08-03) 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

IIMrUKMAI IUIM UloULUoUKC 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/734,562 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


MICHLITSCH, KEN 


Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


Sheet | 13 | of | 13 


Attorney Docket Number 


021496-002512US 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials * 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 




484 " 


ANGIOLINK, The Expanding Vascular Staple [brochure], 1 page total. 






485 


BLUETT et al., "Experimental Evaluation of Staple Lines in Gastric Surgery," 
Arch. Surg., vol. 122, July 1987, pp. 772-776. 






486 


BROLIN et al., "Experimental Evaluation of Techniques of Gastric Paritioning for 
Morbid Obesity", Surgery, Gynecology & Obstetrics, vol. 153, Dec. 1981, pp. 878- 
882 






487 


JOHNSTON et al. "The Magenstrasse and Mill Operation of Morbid Obesity", 
Obesity Surgery 13, 2003, pp. 10-16. 






488 


OKUDAIRA et al., "The Healing and Tensile Strength of the Gastroplasty Staple 
Line," The American Surgeon, Oct. 1984, pp.564-568. 






489 


SURGICAL DYNAMICS INC., The S D sorb Meniscal Stapler [brochure] (1997), 3 
pages total. 






490 


SUTURA, The Next Generation in Vascular Suturing Devices: SuperStitch 
[brochure], 2 pages total. 





Examiner 


/Dianne Dornbusch/ 


Date 


06/26/2008 


Signature 




Considered 





'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

' Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 



60335855 v1 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /D.D./ 



